
CONSTITUTION OF 
DELTA KAPPA ALPHA 

(I 

ARTICLE I 
NAME 

Section 1. Name of National 

The name of this honorary and profession­
al Cinema fraternity shall be DELTA KAPPA AL­
PHA, representing the three branches of inte­
rest in Cinema: that of the Dramatic (DELTA) 
the Cinematic (KA?PA), and the Aesthetic 
(ALPHA). 



Section 2. Names of Chapters 

Individual chapters wi 11 b e named 
Alpha, Beta, Gamma, etc., respectively, 
in ascending order of the Greek alphabet, 
as each chapter becomes a part of the 
National. 

2 
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Section 1. Purposes 

The purposes of DELTA KAPPA ALPHA, with 
the founding chapter at the Univers1ty of 
Southern California, shall be: 

a. 

b. 

To foster more dramatic, c nematic, 
and aesthetic interest in the ~~~-
.:6i.e field ; 1; ~ 

oJ 
To encourage the. dissemination of 
information1 development of 
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~ 
c. To 9mbady ceo!'diiiai19Jl ttft& 

eQ&f)e.ra'hien -ee'ilT98ft stl-ldents of Cine­
ma and "hlu!J professionals in the field; 



5 
Section 2. Definition of Cinema 

Cinema shall be construed to mean th 
of motion pictures as a medium of artls­
expression and as an instrument of 



.ARTICLE III 
NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. Eligibility for Membership 

Membership shall be open to both men 
and women. 

Section 2. Classes of Membership 

6 

There shall be three classes of member­
ship: Active, Honorary, and Associate. 

a. ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP in the National 
Chapter shall be automatically con-
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rerred upon active ch pte member 
upon the termination or interrup­
tion of academic tudy. They be­
come subject to National juri dic­
tion in all matters. 

A member shall lose his 
good standing by failur to 
pay his dues. 

2 A member shall lose his 
good standing by failin0 to 
adhere to the principles and 
purposes set forth in th s 
document. 
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b. HONORARY MEMBER-SHTP in the 

National Chapter may be conferred 
upon individuals who are out­
standing in Cinema or allied 
fields upon approval by the 
Executive Council after recom­
mendations by an active chapter 
and/or a member of the National 
Chapter. 

c. ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP in the 
National Chapter may be conferred 
upon individuals for outstanding 
contribution to the advancement 
of DELTA KAPPA ALPHA upon appro­
val by the Executive Council 
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after recommendation by an active 
chapter and/or a member of the 
National Chapter. 

ART E IV 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS AND OFFICERS 

Section 1. National Electiv Officers 

Elective Officers of the National Chapter 
shall b President, Vice-President, Seer -
tary, and Treasurer. 
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Section 2. Election of Wational Officers 

a. National Officers shall be elected 
annually from alumni members in 
good standing by written vote.· 

b. Ballots 

{1) Ballots for nomination shall 
be published two months prior 
tot he election,C -



11 

(2) Ballots 
shall be sent out one month 
prior to the election date. 

·~""' 

( 3) '1 ba lot mu t be signed 
and postmarked prior to 
midnight of the election 
date. 

c. Voting System 

(1) Each voter shall list his 
first three choices in 
order of preference for 



12 
each elective office. 

(2) Points shall be awarded 
as follows: 

1st choice--4 points 
2nd choice--2 points 
3rd choice--1 point 

(3) The nominee receiving the 
greatest total number or 
points shall be the one 
elected. 
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S tion 3· Election Day 

The election day shall be the last Fr day 
in January. 

Section 4 • Duties of Elective Offi cars 

a. National Chapter President 

(1) He shall be the presiding 
officer and the chier coord -
nator of the fraternity. 



(2) 

(J) 

14 
He shall be the chairman 
of the Executive Council, 
and ex-officio member of 
-~---National Chanter commit-

tees. 

He shall appoint committee 
chairmen. 

He shall comply with all 
the duties of President 
as set forth in Rober~s 
Rules of' Order. -
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b . National Chapter Vice- resident 

(1} He shall assume the office of 
President in e ent of the Pres -
dent 's absence or inab 1 ty to 
act . 

He hall comply wit all the 
duties of V ce- _res dent as set 
forth in Rober s Rules of rde -
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c. National Chapter Secretary 

(1) He shall issue notices 
given out by the National 
Chapter and shall advise 
affiliated chapters of 
these declarations. 

(2 He shall keep a record of 
all executive minutes and 
official records of the 
National Chapter. 



( 3) He sha 1 com 1 y it . 1 
t e es of Secretary 
as set rorth in Ro rt 
R 1les of Order 

hall ke 
business transaction 

connectio · t t e 
o al C apter 

He shall 
report 
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( 3) He shall c omply with all 
the duties of Treasurer 
as set forth in Rober~s' 
Rules of Order . 

ARTICLE V 
EXECUTI"\l.E COUNCIL 

Section 1. Membership 

a. The I e~utive Council is 
composed of the elected 

( 6 National Chapter officers 



plus three members at large, who are to 
be elected to this Council at the annual 
election. 



• 
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Section 2. Duties 

The Executive Council shall act on all matters 
concerning the National Chapter. 

Section 3. Veto 

a. The ~euutive Council can veto action of 
Active Chapters. 
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b. Appeal 

{1) An appeal from this decision can be 
obtained by a two-thirds 't-2/3) ma.joti­
ty vote of the combined membership of 
all Active Chapters of DELTA KAPPA 
ALPHA. 

(2) The appeal must then be presented to 
to all members or the National Chapter 
for a vote. 

(3) The Executive Council must initiate 
a tmon within sixty ( 60) days of the 
appeal. 



(4) Th appeal can be d ni 
vot of th National 
cast ballots. 

ARTICLE VI 
DUES , FEES , AND ASSESS S 

( TIONAL CHAPrER) 
S ction 1. Dues 

Dues shall b thre dollars ( 3.00) per 
and shall be payable •thin thirty (30) da 
of th date due. 

S ction 2. F s and Ass as nts 

No fees or assessment shall b levi d. 



ARTICLE VII 
ACTIVE CHAPI'ER FORMATION 

Section 1. Chapter Location 

An Active Chapter may be formed only within a 
duly recognized university or College. 

Section 2. Chapter Members 

22 

A group requesting a charter from the National 
Chapter tor formation of an Active Chapter must 
consist or at least five (5) members. 
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Section 3. Faculty Sponsor and Colleg Approval 

Th pot ntial Active Chapter must hav he a. prov1 
of the local University or Coll ge admini t at1on 
It must have an appointed faculty sponsor ho 11 

actively participat as Chapter Advisor i t 
event that the potential Active Chapt r gai 
recognition from th ational Chapt r 

Section 4. Recognition Procedur 
. 

In order to gain recognit1on from the N tional 
Cliapter, a potential Act1.ve Ch pter must MA,44 .. -

application to the National Chapto by :.,:v • ......., .... v -~ 
a de ignat d form. 
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Section 5. Chapter Fee and Charter Membership Fee 

A chapter fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) pl~ 
one dollar ($1.00) per charter member, must be 
paid in full to the National Chapter prior to 
institution of the new Active Chapter. This fee 
entitles the organizing chapter to the charter of 
recognition and to individual scrolls for the 
charter members • 

Section 6. Insignia and Credentials 

The official DELTA KAPPA ALPHA black and gold 
insignia and credentials must be purchased through 
the National Chapter. · 
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ARTIC 

ACTIVE CHAPrER SHIP 

Sect on 1 Eligibility ror p 

mbersh1p shall o en to both men d o ... -~. 

S ct·on 2. Classes o ernbership 

Ther shall b three (3) classes of mb rshi . 
Active, In ct ve, Assoc1ate. 

a. Active mber 

(1) Activ emb rs shall b cho e fro 
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regularly enrolled students or 
Cinema at a duly recognized 
University or College. 

(2) Qualified persons of other de­
partments or divisions may be 
considered for membership. 

to 
(3) Election Active Membership 

shall be in accordance with the 
restrictions set forth in Section 
3 of this Article. 
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b. Inactive Members 

(1) Any member who does not comply with 
all the rules of the fraternity shall 
be considered an Inactive Member. 

(2) Any member who wishes to withdraw 
his active participation from the 
chapter shall be considered an In­
active Member. 

c. Associate Members 

(1) Associate Members may be chosen from 
the faculty or lecture staff of the 
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University or College where the 
Active Chapter is located. 

(2) Upon approval by a majority vote or 
the active membership, persons 
outside the University making out­
standing contributions to the 
advancement or DELTA KAPPA ALPHA 
may be admitted as Associate Members 

Section 3. New Members 
( L/1 

a. Each Active Chapter has the sole right 
to choose its members. 

b. Each prospective member must comply with 



1 

Ne mbers shall be recommended from approv-ed 
students after the first six (6) weeks of each 
school term. Their memberships are subject to 
the following: 
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all fraternity rules. 

c. Each prospective member shall submit for 
chapter approval, tangible evidence, in 
film or document, demonstrating interest, 
aptitude, and promise of achievement in 
Cinema. 

de The negative vote of three (3) active members 
shall be required to a prospective 
member. 

e. Initiation fees shall be of sufficient amount 
to cover costs o£ initiation, sc olls, ~,:r­

·ei11.o.fiJ!!!!~, and membership cards. 



ARTICLE IX 
DUES, FEBS, AND ASSESSMENTS 

(ACTIVE CHAP!'ERS) 

Section 1. Active Members 
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Dues £or Active Members hall be five dollars 
($5.00) per year, of which one dollar ($1.00) 
shall be forwarded to the National Chapter. 

Section 2. Associate Members 

Associate members shall pay no dues, 
an initiation fee 
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Section 3. Fees and Assessments 

Upon majority approaal by the active membership, 
special fees or assessments may be levied. 

ARTICLE X 
ACTIVE CHAPrER OFFICERS 

Section 1. Acti e Chapter Elective Officers 
) 

· ct.· Elective officers of Active Chapters shall 
be President, Vice-President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer. 



a. Officers shall have been members of 
DELTA KAPPA ALPHA £or at least one (1) 
academic semester. 
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b. Officers shall be elected at the end or 
each academic semester for the following 
semester. 

c. Officers shall be eligible for reelection •. 

Section 2. .Duties of Officers 

a. Active Chapter President 
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(1) The President shall be the chief 
executive of his chapter. 

(2) The President shall act aa Chairman 
of the Executive Council. 

I 

(3) The President is empowered to call 
into session the Exenutive Cotmcil 
or the active membership to determine 
policy or special expenditures. 

(4) The President shall make available 
reports of the otficers of the Ex cu­
tive Council at his discretion or 
upon request or the active membershi 
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(5) The President shall comply with 
all the duties of the President 
as set forth in Robert's Rules or 
Order, and/or as prescribed in 

the By-Laws of the chapter. 

b. Vice-President 

(1) The Vice-President shall temporarily 
discharge the duties of the President 
in case the President is incapacita­
ted or recalled by the membership. 
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pfleees vt· e!IIGM. 

{j)_ The Vice-President shall comply 
with all the duties of Vice-President 
as set forth in Robert's Rules of 
Order, or as prescribed in the By-Law~ 
of the chapter. 

c • Secretary 

(1) 

(2) 

The Secretary shall keep the officia. 
minutes of all chapter meetings • 

The Secretary shall supervise the 
preparation of all correspo~d~nce 
affecting the chapter act1v~t1es. 



(a) The Secretary shall comply with all 
the duties or Secretary as set forth 
in ~~~~t1: 1 ~ Rules of Order, oras 
prescribed ln the By-Laws of the 
chapter. 

d. Treasurer 

(1) 

(2) 

The Treasurer shall keep the officia 
records of 811 monetary business 
transacted in connection with the 
Active Chapter. 

The Treasurer shall comply with all 
the duties of Treasu~er as set forth 



in Robert's Rules or Order, or as 
prescribed in the By-Laws of the 
chapter. 

ARTICLE XI 
FACULTY ADVISOR 

Section 1. Duties 
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a. The Faculty Advisor shall perform duties 
as the name implies. 

b. The Faculty Advisor shall serve as liaison 
between the Active Chapter and the insti­
tution where the chapter is located. 



c. The Faculty Advisor shall be a member o£ 
the EJtecutive Council. 

Section 2. Vote 

Tpe Faculty Advisor shall have no vote. 

ARTICLE XII 
ACTIVE CHAPI'ER EX~UTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1. Composition of Executive Council 

The Exeuutive Council shall be composed of the 
elected and appointed ofricers of the Active 
Chapter and the Faculty Advisor. 
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Section 2. Duties of Executive Council 

a. The Executive Cotm.cil may initiate action 
or pre-determine policy for approval by 
the active membership. 

b. The members of the Executive Council shall 
make their reports of their office or 
committees to the President in meetings 
of the Exenutive Council in lieu of such 
reports at meetings of the active member­
ship. 
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ARTICLE X III 

ACTIVE CHAPI'ER ANNUAL REPORT 

Section 1. Report to National Chapter 

31JI!e Active Chapters shall report annually to the 
National Chapter the activities and achievements 
or the chapters and/or their individual members. 

ARTICLE XIV 
ACTIVE CHAPI'ER RIGHTS 

Section 1. Active Chapter By-Laws 

Active Chapters may draw up indiv;dual set~ ~r -Law 
By-Laws to augment this Const:ttut1on. Sue Y s 



• 
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must be ratified y the National Executive Council 
before they become effective. 

Section 2. Method of Appeal 

Active Chapters may appeal fromihe veto of the 
National Executive Council by a two-thirds (2/3) 
majority vote of the combined membership of all 
Active Chapters of DELTA KAPPA ALPHA • 



ARTICLE XV 
AMENDMElfl'S TO THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 

Section 1. Limitations of Amendments 

Any article, section, or paragraph thereof 
contained in this Constitution may be amended. 

Section 2. Introduction of Amendments 

a. Amendments may be proposed by any 
chapter or by the National Executive 
Council. 

b. The pro:rosed amendment must be submitted 
in writ1ng to the National Executive 
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Council tar initi tion o~action. 

c. The National Executive Council must 
initiate action within sixty (60) days. 

Section 3. Voting on Amendments 

Every chapter shall vote on the proposed amendment. 
A two-thirds approval vote of the combined member­
ship of all Active Chapters, plus a majority vote 
of the membership or the National Chapter, is re­
quired to make the proposed amendment a part of 
~his Constitution. 

a. If the majority of the members in a 
chapter vote for approval then the 
chapter as a whole s~ands tor approval. 
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b. If the National Executive Council approves 
the proposed amendment, a special ballot 
containing the proposed amendment shall 
be circulated to the entire membership. 
Ballots must be signed and postmarked 

prlor to midnight of the de dli,ne ~ dat · :'led 
within the ballot. 

Section 4. Scope of Approved Amendments 

Any amendment to the Con~titution automaticallv . 
nullifies the oDginal ar~icle, sec~1on, or para-
graph thereof which it replaces, and no other. 



Section 

ARTIGI.E XVI 
ROBERT'S RULES OF ORDER 

Normal Proceedings 
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All business shall be conducted according to the 
procedures set forth in Robert's Rul s of Order. 

Section 2. Unspecified Broceedings ~ 

Any policies, proceedings, duties, etc., not con­
tained in this document shall be governed by those 
set forth in Robert's Ryles of Qrder. 

-oOo-


