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CONSTITUTION OF 
DELTA KAPPA ALPH.\ 

1956 

ARTICLE I 
N~!E 

Section 1. Nama o f National 

The nome of this honor£lry and professional Cinema Fraternity !:hall be 
DEL'rA KAPPA ALPHA, repres~nting the three branches ot interest: in Cinema : 
those of th~ Dramatic (DELTA) , the Cinematic (KAPPA), and the Aesthetic 
(ALPHA). 

Section 2. Names of Chapters 

I ndividual chapter s wil l be named Alpha , Beta , Gamma, e t c ., re3pectively 
in ascending order of the Greek al phabet, as each chapter becomes s part of 
th~ nati onal. 

Section 1. Purposes 

ARTICLE II 
PlfRPOSES 

The purposes of DELTA KAPPA ALPHA, with the founding chapter at the 
U~iverslty of Southern California, shall be : 

a. To foster more dramatic , cinematic , and aesthetic interest in the 
motion picture fie l d . 

b . To encourage the dissecination of inform~tion about Cinerta and to 
further the development of its possibiliti~s. 

c . To coordinate more closely the nctivities of students o£ Cinema 
and professionals in the field. 

Section 2 . Definition of Cinema 

Cinema sh9ll be construed to mean the us~ of motion pictures as :l Pedium 
of artistic expression and as an instrument of communication . 

ARTICLE III 
NATIONAL liE~{~'ERSHLP 

Se~tion 1 . Eligibility for H-mbership 

Mcmberohip shall be open to both men and women . . 

Section 2. Classes on Nembersh.i.p 

There shall be three cl£l~ses o.::: H!!mbershlp : Active, llonorrtry, and 
A:.socia te . 

£1. .ACTIVE HEl1BERSHIP in the Nation1l Chapter shall h::! autom;Jtically 
conferred upon ~ctivc: chapter mtmbers upon the termi.nation 01· 

interruption of acad,:;mic study. They become subject to National 

-- -=--------'-



b. 

c. 

Section 1. 

jurisdiction in all matters.:. ~~ acJ;t~ :i"'i:-~1)\ '3er- ! ";~ ·~.:,H-J.i..>(\ l~~ c,..;~ 
t\~li:=,., ~.\.) ~h"~· ;{ . .C.')\;3.?1~(\, ¢.; '~ ·:,·-.3:C\!:. Per(~'c.:f~< 

(1) A member shall l ose his eood standing by failure to pay 
his dues. 

(2) A member shall lose his good standing by failure to adhere 
to the principles and purposes set forth in this document. 

HONORARY ~1BERSHIP in the National Chapter may be conferred 
upon inf'ividuals who e~re outstanding in Cinema or allied fields 
upon approval by the Executive Council after recommendations by 
an active chapter and/or a member of the Na tional Chapter. f>1:. r~::i'f"J~ 
p\~r~~~~ ... -h~ M- ~~-\ i .. p~ No:> c-.:.::~ 1 

• LJ,') 
ASSOCIATE HEMBERSHIP in the National Chapter may be conferred upon 
individuals for outstandin5 contribution to the advancement of 
DELTA KAPPA ALPHA upon approval by the Executive Council after 
recommendation by a n active chapter and/or a member o~ the 
National Chapter . ~,; fk..~q·~ :'l'll.~n.~" ~ NO ~k ~ .0/\US f...edtu."'h 

{ ' \:h·~ ' . ·-, 
~ :k\JOu.cD~~T~.rlc~ f<jp~rne);:r cr A-leu)(, ~!nlp~ ~J -:Jt~.u;W:.mM- f't'r 

NATIONAL ELECTIONS AND OFFICERS Tlk. ... Ai-)\~ fi)'H.~ 

National Elective Officers 

Elective Officers of the National Chapter shall be President, Vice­
President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Section 2 . Election of Na t ional Officers 

a . National officers shall be elected annually from al umni memb~rs 
in good standing by written vote . 

b. Ballots 

(1) Ballots for nomination shall be published two months prior 
to the election . 

( 2) Ballots for elections shall be sent out one month prior to 
the election date. 

(3) A double envelope secret ballot must be signed and J>Ostmarked 
prior to minnight of the election date . 

c. Voting system 

(1) Each voter shall list his first three choicP.s in order of 
preference for each clPctive office. 

(2) Points shall be awarded as follows : 

1st choice- -4 points 
2nd choice--2 points 
3rd choice- -1 point . / 

(3) The nominee receiving the greatest total mnnber of pointn 
shall be the one elected . 



Section 3. Election Day 

The election day shall be the last Friday in January . 

Section 4 . Duties of El ective Officers 

a . National Chapter President 

( 1) He shall be t he presiding officer and the chief coordinator 
of the fraternity . 

(2) He shall be the chairman of the Executive Council, and 
ex- officio member of National Chapter committees . 

( 3) He shall appoint committee chairmen . 

( 4) He shall comply with all the duties of President as set 
forth in Robert ' s Rules of Order . 

b . National Chapter Vice-President 

(1) He shall assume the office of President in event of the 
President's absence or inability to act. 

(2) He shall comply wi th all the duties of Vice- Pr esident 
as set forth in Robert ' s Rules of Order. 

c. National Chapter Secretary 

d. 

(1) He shall issue notices given out by the National Chapter 
and shall advise affil iated chapters of these declarations. 

( 2) I1e shall keep a record of all executive minutes and official 
records of the N~tional Chapter . 

( 3) He nhall comply with all the duties of Secretary as set forth 
in Robert ' s Rules of Order. 

~) l?.t.~n~! m~ ~c.u~r i~k·e;;,~ (.}h~ ~.nJ.J;t ~~:!l",.c:>r: 
National Chapter Treasurer ' • "'~~~· 

(1) lle shall keep records of business transactions in connection 
with the National Chapter. 

• 
( 2) He shall make an annual financial report to the membership. 

( 3) He shall comply with all the duties of Treasurer as set forth 
in Robert'~ Rules of Order. 

s~~ ... '5". (.}- JJ'tf-.Z;'~ o;.-t:~t:~ lY!/'>-~1 ~·~.-~~n N4,n ~ AAt~ Pi ~ ~3 .:x.:.e .. uf '!: b 
ARTICLE V ~.).'Hl~;').~ n~·m~·"'Lp ~.) ~iH~p.-r·~ 

EXECtrriVE COUNCIL :hem.~t'\.~; 
• 

Section 1. Membership 

a . The E~ecutive Council is c001po.;ed of the elected National Chap,..e r 
officers. 



Section 2 . Duties 

The f.Y.ecutive Council shall act on all matters concerning the National 
Chapter . 

Section 3. Veto 

a . The Executive Council can veto ac t i on of Active Chapters. 

b . Appea l 

( 1) An appeal from this decision can be obtained by a two- thirds 
( 2/3) majority vote of the combined membership of all 
Active Chapters of DELTA KAPPA ALPI~. 

( 3) The Executive Council must ini t i ate act i on withi n sixty 
(60) days of the appea l . 

Section 1. Dues 

Dues shall be three dollArs ($3.00) per year, and shall be payable 
within thirty (30> days of the date due . 

Section 2 . Fees and Assessments . 

No fees or assessments shall be levied . 
'Sec:..I-Jn3. L:ut r:nc.: "'~l 'l-=-,2>..1~PS ,,,';!, ~ R.;;;.:. ~, ~~..,~;jQ) ..v :t.t.l1i:, ~·~r~ -a;; '!3~; 

"-'"' '? '- A1TICU: VII 
ACTIVE CI~PTER FO~~TION 

Section 1 . Chapter Location. 

An active Chapter may be formed only within a duly recognized University 
or College . 

Section 2. Chapter Nembers 

A group requesting a charter from th~ National Chapt~r for formation 
of an Active Chapter must consist of at least five (5) members. 

Section 3. Faculty Sponsor and College Approval ,. 
/ 

The potential Active Chupter must have the appro\7al of the local 
University or Colleg~ administration . It must have an appointed faculty 



sponsor "'ho will actively pnrticipate as Chapter Advisor in 
the event that the potential Active Chapter gains recognition 
from the National Chapter . 

Section 4. Recognition Procedure. 

In order to Bain recognition from the National Chapter , 
a potential Active Chapter must make application to the Kational 
Chapter by e~.,·&t._1ng the designated form. Ti<-~1}-f~c;.j~ ('Um.;c- mw,.·r·hr.Cl. 

~c.U-J:-9 fu.h~t~ w) ~ti) CP :J.~~~ .. lt-d~.t w;Ll~· ..... ~ f(; 
Section 5. Chapter Fee and Charter t-~embership Fee. 11~ ;~ (~(·t,h'I-(Jim 

A chapter fee of twenty-five dollars ( $25 .00) plus one 
dollar ( ~1.00) per charter member must be paid in full to the 1 

National Chapter prior to institution of the new Active Chapter}~/'~\~.~ 
This fee entitles the organizing chapter to the charter of . ..,...lt."V·\f? 
recognition and to individual scrolls for the charter members. ~ - ~ 

.2(\ ~ .. .. ~ 
~ " : -v 

Section 6 . Insianifl and Credentials. b-. ~~ ~t 
c -:1 At''? • 

IJ 'J: ' ·) 
l. ~ -:J The official DELTA KAPPA ALPHA black and gold insignia ~~; ~ 

and credentials must be ourchased through the National Chapter;~~ 
:J~'71 7 - ~s..~ ..:~~ ·- ;}l.j ~~c.~\~,... ~~ ~::~ :.oJ ncl-) ... , ~.,.14i f~a ..... ,::;{;X.. 
~-&.:n..~ $, l:?e~l Bef..teaftrp~os~-4 ~l·<~~a~-.~.- ct1-~.- ;:;,,M1"""1..!'ct' ,'h#:1i>. 

ARTICLE VIII ~~~~~~~ ·z;J .. 'tk~~~ i'J•'}'~~.rt ~ 
: ACTIVE CHAPTE..q NENBERoHiP"' ' mt.tiJS. " . 

Section 1. Elig:l. bili ty for l~embership. 

Membership shall be open to both men and women. 

Section 2. Classes of Membership. 

R~gf There shall be~ . classes of membership: Active, 
Inactive 7 and Associate. fH.J.£J lk).),;.,':U>41Lf .. ., 

a. Active Members 

(1) Active members sh~ll be chosen from regulorly 
enrolled students of Cinemq at a duly recog­
nized University or College. 

( 2 ) Qualified persons of other departments or 
divisions m3y be considered for membership. 

(3) Election to Active Membership shall be in 
accordance with restrictions sot forth in 
Section 3 of this Article. 

b. Inactive Hembers 

(1) A::1y member who does not comply \iith all the 
rules of the fraternity sh,ll be considered on 
Inactiva Member . · 

( 2) Any member w11o wishes to wlthdr ~rw his o.ctlve 
p~rticipation from the chapter shnll be 
considered en Inactive ~embar . 



c. Associate Members 

(1) As~ociate ~embers mAy be chosen from the faculty 
or lecture staff of the Univ~roity or College 
where the Active Chapter i s locoted . 

( 2) Upon approval by a majority vote of the active 
membership, oersons outside the University 
makihg outstanding contributions to the 
advancement of DeLTA KAPPA ALPHA may be admitted 
as As sociate Members. 

Section 3. New Members. 
fth~il 

!tif*w1.}znerobers shall be recommended from appro\"ed stucents 
afte'.rvcne first six ( 6) weeks of each school t erm. Their 
memberships are sub ject to the following: 

a . Each Active Chapter has the sole right t o chose its 
members. 

b . Each prospective member must comply with all fraternity 
rules . 

c. Each prospective member shall submlt for chapter 
approval, t angible evidence , in film or document, 
demonstr~ting interest, aptitude, and promise of 
achievement in Cinema. 

d . The n~~::;:©-J:"~'Gri\~t < "P JrP:ol>a'f:!! ~!;toll 
be !!&-....!::::.- "' I' I c _ ec ti ve member . 

e. 

ARTICLE IX 
DUES , FEES, AND ASSES3!·!ENTS 

( ACT!,VE Cht~PTEHS} 

cards. 

Section 1. Active ?·!embers ·.lt~~! , 
t)O.i,~~'i Tl~ (}G!t\l~q~;>";J r /~ 

Dues for ..1\ctiva Nembers shall be i'4-:-:.(j} J&!l..!.q,>~)-
pe~~~ of which one dollar ( $1 . 00) shall be forwarded to 
the-National Chapter. 

Section 2. Associate Members 

Associate members shall pay no dues, b 
~!'"!:)~~ 

Section 3. Fees and Assessments 
"' / 

Upon mAjority approval by th~ active membership , special 
fees or assads~ants n~y be levied . 



ARTICLE X 
ACTIVE CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Section 1. Active Chapter Elective Officers 

Elective officers of Active Chopters shall be President, 
Vice- President, Secretary , and treasurer . 

a. 

c . 
d. 

Section 

a. 

Officers shall have been members of DELTA KAPPA ALPHA 
for at least one (1 ) academic semester. 

Officers shall be elected at the end of each academic 
~e:t~~ for the following ..q.a~~~ ~~Wl. 

Officers shall be eligible for re-elcction~r ~t.:Q; ·-n:~~ \ ~ht.\.~ 
2~~re~ie'~t1f!~oft~~s~'~'"itn:~- 8~ 2/::; c)c[f, a~f ·H.ol· fkh~,~'3J..,;~ 

Ac tive Chapter Pr esident 

( 1) The President shall be the chief executive of his 
chapter . 

(2 ) The President shall act as Chairman of the Executive 
Council . 

(3) The President is empowered to call into session the 
Executive Council or the active membership to 
determine policy or special expenditures. 

( 4 ) The President shall melee available reports of the 
officers of the Executive Council at his discretion 
or upon request of the active membership. 

( 5) The President shall comply ,.,i th all the dutles of 
the president as set forth in Robert's Rules of Order 
and/or as prescribed in the By- Lmvs of the chapter. 

b . Vice- President 

6. 

(1) The Vice- President shall temporarily dischDrge the 
duties of the President in case the President is 
incapacitated or recalled bythe membership. 

12) The Vice- President shall comply ~d th all the duties 
of Vice- President as aet forth in Robert ' s RulAs 
of Order, or as prescribed in the By-Laws of the 
chapter. 

Secretary 

(1) The 
all 

( 2) The 
all 

Secretary shall keep the official minutes of 
chapter meetings. 

Secretary shall superv1oo the prep~ratlon of 
corre3pondenco affecting the chopter activities . 

.. · \ 



(3) The secretary shnll comply with all the duties of 
Secretary ~s sot forth in Robert ' s Rules of Order 
or as prescribed in the By- L3ws of tha chapter. 

d. Treasurer 

(lJ Tha Treasurer shall keep the offic ial r ecords of 
all monetary business transac t ed in connection wi th 
the Active Chapter. 

( 2) The Treasurer . shall comply 11i t h ~ 11 the duties of 
Treasur er as set forth in Robert ' s Rules of Order 
or as prescribed in the By-Laws of the chapter . 

Section 1. Duties 

ARTICLE XI 
FAC ULTY ADVISOR 

a. The Faculty Advisor shall perform duties as the n ame 
i mplies .• 

b. The Faculty Advisor shall serve as liaison between the 
Active Chapter and the institution uhere the chapter is 
located . 

c. The Faculty Advisor shall be a member of the Executive 
Council. 

Section 2. Vote 

The Faculty Advisor shall have no vote. 

ARTICLE XI I 
ACTIVE CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1. Composition of Exec utive Council 

The Executive Council shall be comooned of the elected and 
appointed officers of the Active Chapter and the Faculty Advi Gor. 

Section 2. Duties of Executive Council 

a . The Execut ive Council may i ni tiate actio!l or pre- determine 
policy for approval by t he active membership . 

b. The members of the Executive Council shall make their 
report of their offi ces or committees to the President 
in rneetlng 3 of the Executive Council i n lieu of sue~ 
reports at meetin3s of the ~ctivo membership. / 

: -



ARTICLE XIII· 
ACTIVE CHAPT.t!.R ANNUAL REPORT 

Soction 1. Re port to the ~ationol Chapter 

Active Chapters shall re9ort annually to the rational Chapter 
the ac tivities and achievements of the chapters and/or their 
i ndi viduol members f t}\).:) tc~l{ ptGt't:.n.;;. :l-t6to~ r.e:J:c~ lh~l'l\~~ ~t> --t'~;:. c.:mpl~·h:.r.c 

ARTICLE XIV 
ACTI VE CHAPTER RIGHTS 

Section 1 . Active Chapter By- Laws 

vc.tu-,~ UJah~ ·'f.,ej·r £d.t.~J.t~J " ~ 

Active Chapters mey draw up individual sets of By- La1vs to augment 
this Constitution. Such By- Laws must be r atified by the National 
Executive Council before they become effective. 

Sec t ion 2 . Method of Appeal 

Active Chapter may appeal from the veto of the National Exec­
utive Council by a tlw- thirds ( 2/3 ) majority vote of the combined 
membership of all Active Chapters of DELTA KA:PPA ALPHA . 

ARTICLE XV 
AMEND)1ENTS'TO '£HE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 

Section 1. Limitations of Amendments 

Any article , section, or paragraph thereof contained in this 
Constitution may be emended. 

Section 2 . Int roduction of amendments 

a. Amendments may be proposed by any chapter or by the 
National Executive Council. 

b. The proposed omend~ent must be submitted in writing to 
t.he National Executive Council for initiotion of action. 

c. The National Executive Council must initiate action 1·ri thin 
sixty ( 60 ) days .. 

Section 3. Voting on Amendments 
h~·~·~·;;, 

Every ch8pter shall vote on the proposed ~mendment~ A tlo-
thlrds approval vote of the combined mernbersh1p of all Active 
Chapterst plus a me jori t.y vote of the membersh1 p of the National 
Choptor , is required to make the p~oposed amendment a part of this 
Con a tl tu tlon. 



n . If the majority of the members in a chepter vote for 
appro,rol , then the chnpter as a Hhole stone) s for o pproval . 

b. ·If;:>Mw N,;zM:;;i::;Wo 1 •·"! :e:£•oUvtJ cowwt=t '.:'P- ev~e hk.e !'ropo ..... ~ 
~,.~~";;L~, a speciel ballot containl ng the proposed arnend­
~ent sh~ll be circulated to the entire membership . 
Bnllots must be signed ond postmnrked prior to midnight 
of the deadl ine date noted within the ballot. 

Section 4 . Scope of Approved Amend~ents 

Any amendment to the Constitution automati cally nuliflcs the 
original article , sec tion or paragraph thereof which it reploces , 
and no other. 

ARTICLE XVI 
ROBERT 1 S RULES OF ORDER 

Section 1. Norma l Proceedings 

All busi ness shall be conduc t ed according t o the pr ocedure set 
forth in Robert ' s Rul es of Order. 

Section 2. Unspecifi ed Pr oceedings 

Any polici es , proceedings , duties , etc. , not contained in 
this do cument shal l b e gover ned by t hose set forth in Robert ' s 
Rules of Order. 

; 




